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SUBJECT: Liisstatement on Solzheniteyn
REFERENCE: "Nationalist Tendencies Growing .morg

Russisas in Soviet Union, ' NIL. i2 Noien:
ber 1974, SECRET

1. The referencec article i3 the second by OCl in a currex
series in the NID on regiomal tendienciss in the USSR. It centalas
an inadvertent misrepresentation of the views of Aleksaadr olxh:nit - -
The exror detracts fren: the hAigh quality of the rest of the rrticle and
is inconsistent with the standards generally achieved by this brarch
of OCI on Soviet interasl politics.” While Solshenitayn himaself it not
a crucial factor in current US palicy decisions, the promminance 1. hi:
attained worldwide and the likelikood ne will visit the Us in the a 2r
future suggest that mention of his name probably attracis the atte ntio:
of a fair number of the high-level readers of the NIL. lhaoe, there-
fore, that something can be done in the way of a low-ke s cerrect nn.

Z. The error lise in the assertion that 'Solzshemitzym 3ppeas
independence, however, for the Ukraintan and Belorussian repuklics
The CRS dessier an olzshenitsyn contains no informatiea supporting
that assertion. On the contrary, Solshenitsyn 2aid this yerr: ''1ax
caa there be any guestion of any peripheral natien being fercicly topt
within the bounds of cur country” (Letter to the Soviet Leaders, . 3.
of the English edition, . 28n of the Ruseian). In a historical caitex
he has strangly criticized Moscows's opposition to "every attempt of
any national republic to ect upon its right to leave the USSE " {Guag
Archipelago, p. 62 of the English paperback edition).

3. I bdelieve that the author or editor of the referencad artl:le
has confused the views of Solzhenitsyn with those of activigt Vlarimi-
Osipov, still in the Soviet Union. A previous NID articie 2on the :am:

#A report on the nptionalities ia the USSR, produced iast ye:r
by the author of the referenced article, is typical of those stands rde.
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gonaral subject is based on an airgram from Moscow in ruich
Osipoy 15 rather claariy identified with these particular icws
oa acn~Russisn aationalities, and is portrayed as the typica
Russisn nationalist.® I therefere recommend a simpls change
along these lines: ‘i ith refereace to the articls

+ 'Russisn activist Viadiair Ostpov' should Le
substituted throughuut for 'exiled writer (auther) Aleksazdr
Solzhenitesyn'. ' I thick the rest tracks as a description ¢f wha
is known or can resstnably be inferred about Osipov.
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¢‘Soviet Dissidanies Follow Two Opposing Courses, ' NI,
3 September 1974 CONFIDENTIAL; "Soviet Dissidente 5ylit on
Goals, ' Safl Notes: Spviet Uniea-Eastern Europe, 30 August 1§ «,
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